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The fluid and long-term nature of our work means we 
often see big swings in the metrics of our work on an 
annual basis.  These metrics cannot be taken at face 
value, since in many cases they are the culmination 
of, or the beginning of, projects that span multiple 
years.  Every year it falls on me to report, coherently, 
what we have done in the preceding year.  It is a 
herculean task, given the volume of work we are 
doing and the pace at which we do it.  Days and 
months run together, and often projects are inter-
related, making it harder to determine where one 
ends and another starts.  If nothing else, this is a 
valuable undertaking just to gain perspective from a 
higher altitude.  
2022 saw the continuation of some projects, 
completion of others, the start of new ones, and 
some major advances in ones that have been 
ongoing for literally decades.  
On the land protection front, in addition to closing 
out assist projects like the Marine City Marina 
and taking on the Highland Township, Monarch 
Meadows (Chesterfield Township/Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base) and the Beverly Hills/Rouge 
River projects, the big news is Turtle Woods.  This is a 
70-acre parcel on Square Lake Rd. with fabulous and 
unique natural assets and major community benefit 
that will become a nature preserve for Oakland 
County Parks.  It has large mature forested wetlands, 
a remnant of lake plain prairie and abundant wildlife 
including the turtles it is named after.  Owned by Troy 
School District since the 1960’s and enjoyed by Troy 
residents for decades, Six Rivers now has a purchase 
agreement on the property.  We are working directly 
with Oakland County Parks, which is applying for 
a grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund and will eventually buy the property to become 
a new natural area park.  Six Rivers has been involved 
with Troy School District trying to get this property 
preserved for literally decades – we have newsletter 
articles from 1999 detailing hikes out there.  Working 
with two major local units of government plus the 
DNR through the MNRTF, this is a sophisticated 
undertaking with lots of moving parts.  We expect 
to be actively involved for at least another 12-18 
months until the project is finally completed and we 
can rest assured it is protected.  

A project reported on in last year’s annual report 
(for 2021), grew into something in 2022 that is really 
taking off in 2023.  In last year’s report I noted we had 
revised our strategic plan and are looking to make 
a meaningful impact on the disparity of 8 million 
acres of public land in Michigan, with only 200,000 
acres of that down here, where the majority of the 
population lives and works.  As a result of that goal, 
in 2022 we hosted a series of focus groups with 
business, conservation and public leaders to explore 
the question of doubling the amount of conservation 
and recreation land in this region – from 200,000 to 
400,000 acres.  Everyone that participated agreed 
it was an important goal and required attention and 
engagement, and the result was the formation of the 
GREEN Initiative – Growing our  Resilience, Equity 
and Economy with Nature – which is being facilitated 
by Southeast Michigan Council of Governments.  
SEMCOG is the convener and keeper of records, 
but the implementation lies with the partners, which 
are made up of local government, non-profit and 
business partners from throughout the region.  A 
formal task force was formed in 2022, has been 
meeting to develop targets and metrics, and final 
recommendations and actions will be unveiled in April 
of this year.  A goal of this magnitude could never be 
accomplished by a single entity or in a single year.  
But just like the Turtle Woods project, over time, it can 
evolve into something transformational.
Our stewardship work continued and increased, 
including adding more contract work which is causing 
us to look at expanding that programming for 2023 
and beyond.  Over the course of 2022 we worked on 
transitioning the role of lead agency and fiduciary for 
the Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area (CISMA) from Six Rivers to Oakland 
County Parks.  We stepped in to support and lead the 
program back in 2018, along with taking on the same 
role for the Lake St. Clair CISMA.  With a renewed 
and updated millage in place, Oakland County Parks 
sought to step into the role to increase their ability to 
work with their local government partners and with 
private landowners.  This allows us to take advantage 
of their depth and shift additional attention to the Lake 
St. Clair CISMA to expand impact there, knowing the 
Oakland program is in good hands.  
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ASSETS
  2022  2021
Cash and Cash Equivalents  $44,471  $72,677
Grants and Contributions  
    Receivable  $154,847  $159,375
Other Current Assets  $16,523  $6,853 
Land Preserves  $1,790,749  $5,884,162
Conservation Easements  26 26
Property and Equipment - Net  $11,646 11,646 
Total Assets $2,018,262 $6,134,739

LIABILITIES
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2022 . . . . . . . . .2021
Accounts Payable and  
 Accrued Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . $28,886   . . . . . $14,868 
Payroll Liabilities Payable  . . . . . . . . . . . .   —   . . . . . . . . . .   — 
Loans Payable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$191,922   . . $4,233,771
Total Liabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$220,808 . . . $4,248,639 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,797,454   . . $1,886,100 
Temporarily Restricted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .––-     . . . . . . . . . .––-  
Total Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,797,454   . . $1,886,100 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND  
NET ASSETS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,018,262  . . . .$6,134,739 
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On the community engagement front 
we hosted numerous booths at events 
throughout the region, had guided hikes, led 
stewardship field days and hosted another 
sold out Conservation Leadership Luncheon 
at the Detroit Athletic Club.  The number of 
requests for our presence and participation 
at events over 2022 is leading us to create a 
volunteer corps in 2023 that will allow us to 
respond positively to more of these requests.  
Planning is already underway for the 2023 
Conservation Leadership Luncheon as well as 
for our annual Conservation Celebration.
On the fundraising and financial front, we had 
mixed outcomes.  We were disappointed to 
not be awarded a couple of major program 
grants we applied for, but were truly gratified 
by the continued support of our donors and 
sponsors.  As we continue to increase the 
pace of our work in the face of increasing 
demands on our landscape, we are looking 
to develop a larger base of supporters who 
share in our commitment to protecting the 
land, water, habitat and character that sustains 
the prosperity of our communities.
The most important thing to report is that all 
of us at Six Rivers are extraordinarily grateful 
for our supporters, volunteers, and partners.  
It is an extraordinary privilege to do this work 
and to work with and for others who share 
our sense of commitment to preserving the 
landscape that sustains us.  All of us have the 
opportunity to experience the gratitude that 
arises from this work regularly – occasionally in 
a big way with a major success, but most often 
in the small ways that arise on a daily basis 
from being surrounded by people who care 
about and act on values we share.

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE   
Continued from page 11
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2022 EXPENSES  
BY CLASS
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2022 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Over  
275K  
people 
 reached.

2,094 acres  
surveyed

Hosted  
10 events 

Over 449 acres  
of invasive species 
treated

LAKE ST. CLAIR CISMA
2022 IN REVIEW



14 2022 STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Taking care of the Nature Near You requires healthy 
amounts of both patience and persistence. Thankfully, 
our stewardship department has plenty of both! We 
have been hard at work using a variety of tools to 
steward our protected lands. 
Fire is a surprisingly effective natural resource 
management tool for some ecosystems in Southeast 
Michigan. This year we received funding from the 
Oakland County Parks Millage to conduct a prescribed 
burn at the Golden Preserve for Biological Diversity 
in Springfield Township. Golden Preserve consists of 
a mosaic of prairies and oak-dominated woodlands, 
both of which are adapted to the presence of fire. 
In prairies, the fire helps keep woody shrubs from 
dominating the sunny, open fields that prairie grasses 
and wildflowers love. In oak forests, fire will open up 
the forest floor for sedges, ferns, and wildflowers, 
as well as preventing less fire-friendly tree species 
from taking over the forest. The burn was conducted 
by an experienced work crew from Plantwise, LLC, 
an environmental contractor in Ann Arbor. We were 
especially thrilled to see the rebounding wildflowers 
in the larger prairie, including lots of butterflyweed, a 
fantastic flower for many of our native pollinators! 

The Oakland County Parks millage also funded two larger 
invasive species management projects – phragmites 
management at Voorheis Lake Wetland Preserve in Orion 
Township and woody invasive species management at 
Cedar Lake Preserve in Oxford Township. While both 
of these preserves are difficult to access (Voorheis is 
almost entirely marsh, while Cedar Lake consists of two 
islands in the middle of a lake), they are both nonetheless 
important parts of their respective local ecosystems.  
As always, volunteer workdays are a huge component 
of invasive species management in the Nature Near 
You—we couldn’t do what we do without your help! 
We conducted a total of nine public invasive species 
workdays in Six Rivers preserves, public parks, and 
private conservation easements in Oakland, Macomb, 
and Lapeer counties. In the spring we removed invasive 
garlic mustard and dame’s rocket by hand, while in the 
fall we used hand tools to cut down invasive shrubs, 
dabbing the stumps with herbicide to ensure that the 
invasive species will not regrow. During one of our garlic 
mustard workdays, our volunteers discovered several 
clusters of insects on garlic mustard plants that were later 
identified by Stewardship Manager Ian Ableson as garlic 
mustard aphids (Lipaphis allariae), the first confirmed 
sighting in Michigan! These small insects are natural 
predators of invasive garlic mustard. 

Prescribed burn at the Golden Preserve Wild Lupine at Golden Preserve in Springfield Township

SEE PAGE 7 OF THIS NEWSLETTER OR OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR 2023 STEWDAY OPPORTUNITIES!
Our Work Is Ongoing! 



2022 ANNUAL REPORT
APRIL 2023      VOL. 18, ISSUE 1

152022 LAND PROTECTION REPORT
CLOSED/PROTECTED PROPERTIES
Marine City assist - marina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 acres 
Battaglia – conservation easement . . . . . . .23 acres 
in Oakland Township 
TOTAL PROTECTED. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 ACRES

IN-PROCESS PROPERTIES
• Highland Township assist  . . . . . . . . . . . . .58 acres 
• Village of Beverly Hills assist - park . . . . . . 8 acres 
• Oakland County assist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70 acres  
   (County park in Troy/Turtle Woods)
• Chesterfield Township – easement. . . . . .64 acres  
   (Monarch Meadows township park  
   w/Selfridge ANG/AF) 
• Dryden Township- private easement  
 donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20 acres 
TOTAL ACQUISITIONS IN PROCESS . . 220 ACRES

HIGHLIGHTS 
• In 2021/22, Six Rivers wrote and advocated for a

$272,000 grant that was secured for a Marine City 
public marina 

• In 2022/23, Six Rivers wrote and advocated for a
$1,000,000 grant that was secured for a park in 
Beverly Hills

• Six Rivers earned $77,000 in revenue from fees
charged for assists and grant-writing services

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
• Anchor Bay Woods Preserve – Staff continues

efforts to secure more land to expand our existing 
preserve in New Baltimore. Negotiations are in 
process for a parcel near the Police Station off of 
M-29 utilizing previously received NAWCA grant 
funds to help fund the acquisition.

• Six Rivers’ Staff attended and participated in
multiple local government public meetings 
related to the assist projects (Village of Beverly 
Hills, Chesterfield Township) as well as multiple 
meetings with government staff and officials 
involved in each project.

• Six Rivers’ staff researched all of the communities
in our five-county service area that have land 
acquisition listed in their 5-Year Master Plans and 
reached out to each of them with information on 
our Land Acquisition Assist Program.  
Potential exists for work with: Genesee County, 
Huron-Clinton Metro Parks and the City of  
Sterling Heights.

Highland Township 58 acre park site

20 acre private donation in Dryden

Chesterfield Township 64 acre Monarch meadows site

Turtle Woods in Troy

Village of Beverly Hills park

Site of Marine City Marina Oakland Township - 23 acres



16 2022 SPONSORS AND DONORS

SIX RIVERS STEWARD’S CLUB  
MONTHLY SUSTAINING  
DONORS

In Honor of Amy Colletti 
 By Walter W. Kelly
In Honor of Amy O’Leary 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Andrea LaFontaine 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Art Roffey 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Chris Bunch 
 By Jeanne Anderson
In Honor of Christopher and  
 Belinda Stockman 
 By Nancy Gage
In Honor of Dan Wyant 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of David and  

HONORARY DONORS 

In Memory of Alice Tomboulian 
 By John Warren 
 By Chris Bunch 
 By Paul Tomboulian 
 By Paula Talarico 
 By Anne Sousanis 
 By William J. Keppel
In Memory of Carl Riseman 
 By Beth Riseman
In Memory of Donald Thoune 
 By Wanda Dowdall
In Memory of Eugene (Bud) Kruszewski 
 By Robin Mallor & Greg Kruszewski
In Memory of Jerry Jung 
 By Chris Bunch

MEMORIAL DONORS

2022 SPONSORS
ASTI Environmental
Axalta Coating Systems
Clark Hill PLC
The Conservation Fund - Michigan
Consumers Energy Foundation
Devon Title
Ducks Unlimited
Enbridge
The Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb  
 Family Foundation
First State Bank

Janet Briles
Maureen and Chris Bunch
Art Roffey and Gail Danto
Fay Hansen
Diane and Bruce Kezlarian
Sara and Gary Kravitz
Scott and Ann Lumsden
Michael and Kristen Myers
Dan and Amy O’Leary
Jean Persely

Leslie Carleton 
 By Bill and Charity Steere
In Honor of Frances Gladden 
 By Leslie Love
In Honor of Gail Danto 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Gary Kravitz 
 By Chris Bunch 
 By David Saperstein
In Honor of Jerry Jung 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Jonathan Jarosz 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Keith Creagh 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Kirsten Lyons 
 By Lisa Appel

In Honor of Macomb Community  
 Action - Leadership Team 
 By Ernest Cawvey
In Honor of Moira Polic 
 By Leslie Landau
In Honor of Rob Ignasiak 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Roxanne Fay 
 By Kim Fay
In Honor of Six Rivers Board 
 By Chris Bunch
In Honor of Tina Marzolf 
 By Jerry Demaire
In Honor of Todd Wolfe 
 By Gary Kravitz
In Honor of Warren Creek Club 
 By John T. MacFarlane

In Memory of Joe Stock 
 By Chris Bunch
In Memory of John Thurber 
 By John Blanchard and Virginia Latimer
In Memory of Kelly Nixon 
 By Chris Bunch
In Memory of Lorna McEwen 
 By Doug McEwen 
 By James Oatley 
 By Chris Bunch 
 By B. Smith 
 By James Lloyd 
 By Thomas Lynn 
 By Mary Louise McEwen

In Memory of Martino Torello 
 By Michael R. Penskar 
 By Tina M. Torello 
 By Gloria Torello 
 By David Osgood
In Memory of MaryAnn (Sautter) 
Deuparo 
 By Patrick Mac Deuparo
In Memory of Ruth Glass 
 By Chris Bunch
In Memory of Theresa Leger 
 By Lisa L. Frazier

Hubbell, Roth, & Clark
Huron-Clinton Metropark Authority
ITC Transmission Company
The Edward Lowe Foundation
LPL Financial Foundation
Rod and Gun Club DAC
Mark Van Faussien
WM
Zale Group Wealth Management
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Thank you for your steadfast support of our conservation mission to conserve, sustain, and 
connect to the natural areas, land, and waters that make the places where we live special. 17

Americana Foundation
Anthony and Marcia Battaglia
Ruth A. Glass Estate
Highfield Foundation
Nicholas Martin Jr  
 Family Foundation
Ann and James Nicholson
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund

Marvin and Betty Danto  
 Family Foundation
Ducks Unlimited

Maureen and Chris Bunch
Clara and Jerry Carvey
Clark Hill PLC
The Conservation Fund - Michigan
Consumers Energy Foundation
Art Roffey and Gail Danto
Devon Title
Frederick Dunlap
The Fred A. & Barbara M. Erb  
 Family Foundation
First State Bank
Clyde and Kristine Gilbey
Cynthia Goulston
Myron Grant
Huron-Clinton Metropark Authority

Don Apfel
ASTI Environmental
Thomas and Carol  
 Cracchiolo Foundation
John Blanchard and  
 Virginia Latimer
RoseAnn B. Comstock Living Trust
William Fairful
David Fischer LLC
Paul Gambka
Judith Graham
Hubbell, Roth, & Clark
Stephen Kelley

Continued on   
page 18

Support Our  
Mission

Contact Kristen Myers, 
 Deputy Director

Phone: 248-601-2816 x475  
kmyers@sixriversrlc.org

www.sixriversrlc.org

2022 SPONSORS AND DONORS
$1,000 - $4,999

$500 - $999

ITC Transmission Company
Land Trust Alliance
James and Mary Lloyd
The Edward Lowe Foundation
Kirk Martin
Olivia Maynard
Nicholson Family Fund
Rochester Junior Women’s Club
Rod and Gun Club DAC
Bill Schaufler
Carolyn and James Schenden
Steve and Mar Sclawy
BAE Systems
Gloria Torello
Mark Van Faussien
WM

Sam Madorsky and  
 Andrea LaFontaine
Leslie Landau and Glen Gardner
Lawrence Lax
LPL Financial Foundation
Roberta Maki
Martha and John Nitz
Nancy Philippart
Christine and Tom Podsiadlik
Bruce Robinson
Cynthia and Michael Sevilla
Robert and Jane Sparks
Paul Tomboulian
Peter Vanderkaay
Zale Group Wealth Management

Gaye Butterfield
Ernest Cawvey
Keith and Laska Creagh
Patricia and Jerry Demaire
Jonathan Engman and Rose Marie 
Brook
Pierre Fuger
Teresa and George Gamboa
Susan Guenther and Bill Eisenman
Fay Hansen
Melinda Hill

$250-$499
Sara and Gary Kravitz
Scott and Ann Lumsden
Brian and Tina Marzolf
Mary Louise McEwen
Jennifer and Robert Moll
Michael and Kristen Myers
Dan and Amy O’Leary
David and Yolanda Richter
Michael and Shawn Rousseau
Gail Tomko and Kevin Saulter
Anne Vaara

$25,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $24,999

Axalta Coating Systems
Community Foundation for SE MI
Enbridge
Maura and Kurt Jung

$5,000 - $9,999

mailto:kmyers@sixriversrlc.org
http://www.sixriversrlc.org


18 THANKS TO OUR DONORS!
Andy Acho
Chip Amoe
Jeanne Anderson
Anonymous
Lisa Appel
Doris Applebaum
Claudia Applegate
Auburn Oaks  
 Garden Center
Angela and Matthew Ayers
Sandra and Russell Ayers
Cindy Babisz
Brian Bach
Nancy and Timothy 
  Backhurst
Barb Barber
Colleen S. Barkham
Jean Beck
David and Rita Becker
Jim Bier
Valerie Bliss
Jeff Bozynski and Dawn 
Washio-Bozynski
Janet Briles
Mark Brochu
Lauren Brosch
Dana Camphous-Peterson
Joe Carnacchio
Pat and Ed Coe
Stephen Cook
George Corona and  
 Karen Mountz
Dennis A. Davis
Mark and Janet Davison
Genya and James Derian
Patrick Mac Deuparo
Inez Devlin-Kelly

Mary Jo and David Diegel
Sally D’Luge
Wanda Dowdall
Karen Duckett
Joanne Duick
Joan Emerick and  
 Pedro Saldana
Kim Fay
Ferndale Garden Club
Beth Flannery
David Flynn
William and Lisa Frazier
David Freedman
Nancy Gage
Brad Garmon
Grosse Pointe Farm  
 and Garden Club
Patricia Hammer
Lynn Hansford
Louise Hartung
Taylor Haugen
Janyth A. Hess
Jason Hill
Robert Hoffman
Geoff Hoyer
Jane Hoyle
Nina Ignaczak
Robert Ignasiak
Robert and  
 Francine Ignasiak
Carol Kasprzak
Leonard and  
 Elizabeth Kata
Cara Kazanowski
Walter Kelly
William J. Keppel

Diane and Bruce Kezlarian
Jeff Kingzett
Kathleen Klein
Christine M Krass
Kroger Community  
 Rewards
Lisa Lane
Angela Lenda
Nick Lesniak
Allen Linoski
Leslie Love
John Lusk
Katherine and Dan Lutey
Thomas Lynn
John T. MacFarlane
James Mackinder
Pam Maclennan
Robin Mallor
William Marzolf
Doug McEwen
Wendy and  
 Stan McClosky
JoAnn McGee
Melinda Milos-Dale
Christine Minguski
Susan Moore
Barbara Moorhouse
Janelle Morck
Wanda Moscicki
Greg and Bev Moss
Glenn C. Muhr
Andrew Mutch
Wayne and Linda Nemeth
Robert Norris
Oakland Audubon  
 Society

$1 - $249
James Oatley
Ellen O’Donnell
Jessica Pitelka Opfer
David Osgood
Michael R. Penskar
Charles Peringian
Jean Persely
Georgia and  
 Michael Phelan
Kathi Piepenbrok
Gerald Pokriefka
Skyler Principe
Lisa Purvis
Thomas R. Pytel
Terry Reechko
Richard Jon Rose
Beth Riseman
Dean and Lynda Rocheleau
Thomas and  
 Kathleen Roessel
Antonia Sanchez-Murphy
Kimberly Sanders
Justine and  
 Gerard Santoro
David Saperstein
Eleanor Saxon
Stephanie A. Schaffarzek
Jeffery Schiffman
Yvonne Schilla
Julie Raiss Shanks
Mary and Mark Shantz
Share Detroit
Maureen Shoemaker
B. Smith
Dean and Anne Sousanis
Deborah Sova
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Jess Ableson
Doris Applebaum
Katie Baker
Leonardo Bogevski
Jadwiga Borowiecki
Paul Borucki
Camryn Brent
Lauren Brosch
Ruth Devine
Alexis Durocher
Anita Favell
Jim Fostey
Sue Greenlee
Nancelee Halle
Roger Halle

Brad Hollock
Kahlil Jackson
Carolyn Jennings
Dave Kramer
Lisa Lane
Joseph Lane
Jeanne Larch
Elyse Lewis
Paul  Martin
Liliana Neag
Jean Persely
Randy Pfeiffer
Skyler Principe
Jon Reed
Ina Ring

Kara Sanson
Dena Scher
Robert Schrader
Rita Ski
Keira Slocum
Jennifer Slocum
Zach Terry
Paul Voss
Darlene Watkins
Rachel  Winters
Michael Wojciechowski
Patricia Wojciechowski
Richard Wojciechowski

192022 VOLUNTEERS
Our thanks go out to all of the volunteers who attended our stewardship 
workday schedule in 2022.  Thank you for all that you do!Bill and Charity Steere

Brigitte Stern and  
 Danny Baker
Michael Stewart
Elly Sullivan
Michael and Paula Talarico
Charles and  
 Susan Tappan
Patricia and  
 Steven Tapper
Anthony Terlizzi
Xiaotao Tiffany
Phoebe Tiffany
Qing Tiffany
Mary Tischler
Tina M. Torello
Fred Townsend
Troy Garden Club
Chuck and  
 Jennifer Valleau
Doris and Jim VanDoorn
Jason VanDoorn
Lillian VanDoorn
Rudi Van Kesteren
James Varty
Dawn Vezina
Marcee L Wardell
John and Diana Warren
Mike and Nancy Wilk
Alyssa Winters
Ellen Witz
Woman’s National Farm  
 and Garden Association 
  - Rochester
Rudy Ziehl
Betsy Zobl-Tar

2022 StewDay volunteers at East Pond Creek venture out to tackle woody invasives
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