
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

If you have oak trees on your property, come learn how to protect them from oak wilt! 

Oak wilt is an invasive fungus found in Oakland County and throughout Michigan. Red 

oak trees are the most susceptible, and once infected can die within six to eight weeks.  

Julie Stachecki, President of the Arboriculture Society of Michigan and an expert on oak 

wilt, will present a two-hour workshop from 6-8pm on November 15 at the Paint Creek 

Cider Mill in Oakland Township. Julie says: “Trees are infected in two ways. Some trees 

are infected by beetles bringing in the fungus to a fresh injury. The fungus then spreads 

through the roots to nearby oak trees leading to their death.” 

“Oaks are one of the most common and valuable tree species in Michigan. We cannot 

afford to lose another major tree species after the loss of our ash trees due to the 

Emerald Ash Borer.” Stachecki also leads yearly oak wilt certification classes for 

contractors, so homeowners should ask their tree companies if they are oak wilt 

certified. 

“Confirmed oak wilt sites in Oakland County Parks and Recreation almost doubled in 

2018,” says Natural Resources Coordinator Sarah Cook-Maylen. Oakland County Parks 

and Recreation are “investing heavily in protecting high quality oak dominated natural 

communities through aggressive removals, trenching and preventative injections.”   

Erica Clites, the Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 

coordinator continues: “Oak wilt has been in Michigan for awhile but is just starting to 

become more widespread in Oakland County.” Become part of a community effort to 

slow the spread of this fatal disease! If you’re interested in attending, please register by 

email (contact@crwc.org) or call 248-601-0606. The workshop is open to the public, 

with MDARD and ISA credits available (applied for). You can also learn more at 

https://michiganoakwilt.org. 

The Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (Oakland County 

CISMA) is a collaboration of 30+ partners founded in 2014 to help prevent the spread of 

invasive species in Oakland County. Funding for the presentation is provided by the 

Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program (www.michigan.gov/invasives).  
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For more information contact: Erica Clites, Oakland County CISMA Coordinator, 248-

660-0716, eclites@sixriversrlc.org. 

Professionals being trained 

on fungicide injections to 

protect healthy Oaks within 

root graft distance of oak 

wilt-infected trees. Credit: 

Julie Stachecki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak leaves showing oak wilt symptoms in mid-

summer. Credit: Julie Stachecki 

mailto:eclites@sixriversrlc.org

